
REGULAR TOWN COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
OCTOBER 7, 2019 

Minutes of the Regular Town Commission Meeting of the Town of Ocean Ridge held on Monday, 
October 7, 2019, at 6:00 PM in the Town Hall Commission Chambers. 

CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Coz at 6:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Town Clerk Armstrong led the roll call, which was answered by the following: 

Commissioner Besler 
Mayor Coz 
Commissioner de Haseth 
Commissioner Hurlburt 
Vice Mayor MaGruder 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 
Present 

Mayor Coz led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mayor Coz acknowledged the Mayor of the Town of Briny Breezes, Gene Adams, as well as his wife and 
Briny Breezes Town Clerk Christina Adams. He also acknowledged previous Town of Ocean Ridge Mayors 
in the audience, which were Jim Bonfiglio, Ken Kaleel, Geoff Pugh, and Gail Aaskov. 

ADDITIONS, DELETIONS, MODIFICATIONS, AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Town Manager Stevens asked to postpone agenda item #13 regarding Ocean Manor Trash Pick-Up from 
Old Ocean to the November 4ui meeting due to the fact that representatives from Ocean Manor were unable 
to attend the meeting. 

Commissioner Besler moved to approve the agenda as amended; seconded by Vice Mayor 
MaGruder. Motion carried 5-0. 

Presentation 
a. Public Health Committee (By: Palm Beach County Health Department & Resident Terry Vinas) 

Terry Vinas introduced Representatives from the Health Depatiment, Peter Chirinon and Phil Dulmge. 
Peter Chirinon informed the public of the Cities Readiness Initiative (CRI), which is a federally funded 
program that helps cities effectively respond to large scale public health emergencies such as terrorist 
attacks, or outbreaks. Peter further informed that Point of Dispensing "PODS" are set up within 
municipalities, and PODS will receive the medical counter measurement from the Health Department that 
will be distributed to residents in the case of an outbreak. The representatives stressed the importance of 
having a strong closed POD system in the community. Terry Vinas concurred, and advocated for residents 
to volunteer to be a pati of the POD system to help dispense medications in case of an outbreak. Mrs. Vinas 
introduced Town of Ocean Ridge resident and Registered Nurse Wendy Goltz. Wendy Goltz reiterated the 
importance of having volunteers, and noted that the antidote from an outbreak is usually oral antibiotics 
and distribution needs to be practiced. Mayor Coz asked if supplies are delivered in case of an outbreak. 
Peter Chirinon responded that the POD are already within the Town, however, the medication will be 
supplied when needed. Mayor Coz reported that he had witnessed an anthrax breakout. Commissioner 
Besler asked if seasonal residents or residents who have undergone certain medical procedure were 
welcomed to volunteer. Peter Chirinon stated that every resident is welcome to volunteer, but the POD 
manager should be a year around resident. Mayor Coz thanked the representatives. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
a. The next Septic to Sewer Citizens' Advisory Committee Meeting will be held on October 17th at 8:30 

AM at Town Hall. The next Planning & Zoning Commission meeting will be held on October 21 st at 
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8:00 AM at Town Hall. The next Regular Town Commission meeting will be held on November 4th 

at 6:00 PM at Town Hall. 
b. The Institute for Regional Conservation and the Town of Ocean Ridge will be holding the "Restoring 

the Gold Coast" Event at Town Hall on Saturday, November 16th from 9 AM to Noon. The event 
will begin with an educational workshop inside Town Hall with presentations by George Gann and 
others, followed by a biodiversity planting on the dune along with light refreshments. 

c. Town Hall will be closed on Monday, October 14th in Observance of Columbus Day. 
d. The Town has launched the new alert system Civic Ready. Residents who wish to sign up to receive 

Town notifications should sign up on the Town' s website or call Town Hall for assistance. 
e. Next on the agenda is public comment. The Mayor will invite the public to speak to the Commission 

on any item that is not printed on the agenda. Public comments on specific agenda items may be 
made later in the meeting when the items are taken up. There is a three (3) minute individual limit 
for public comments that will be timed by the Town Clerk. Public comment is not meant to be a 
question and answer period, and there will be no dialogue. Anyone wishing to speak during public 
comment, please come up to the podium and print your name and address on the sheet provided, and 
state your name and address for the record. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mayor Coz called for Public Comment. 

Jim Bonfiglio, 5616 N. Ocean Blvd., thanked the Commissioners as well as residents for all the supplies 
donated for the Bahamas relief efforts after HmTicane Dorian. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, provided the Town with information about a grants program that could 
be used toward infrastructure especially to replace the light poles on Old Ocean Blvd. He noted that light 
issues at Old Ocean Blvd. is a safety concern for pedestrians that walk early in the morning. 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
1. a. Adopt Minutes of Special Town Commission Meeting of August 28, 2019 

b. Adopt Minutes of Regular Town Commission Meeting of September 9, 2019 
c. Adopt Minutes of Special Town Commission Meeting of September 23, 2019 
d. Resolution No. 2019-20: Approve a Utility Easement for 94 Island Drive South 
e. Approve the 9-1-1 Public Safety Answering Point (PSAP) Interlocal Agreement with Palm Beach 

County 
f. Authorize the Mayor and Town Clerk to Execute and Record Delinquent Garbage/Trash Liens 

for FY19 

Commissioner de Haseth moved to approve the Consent Agenda; seconded by Commissioner 
Hurlburt. Motion carried 5-0. 

REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
2. Ocean Inlet Park Development Permit Extension Request (By: Building Official Cameron) 
Building & Public Works Director Cameron informed the Commission that Palm Beach County requested 
an extension on the approved Ocean Inlet Park improvements permit. He noted that the Commission could 
only grant a six month extension due to Town code requirements. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Betty Bingham, 1 E. Ocean Avenue, asked for clarification on the pennit extension on the park. Building 
& Public Works Director Cameron clarified that it is an extension to their approved permit to do 
improvements to the established park. 
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Mayor Coz asked for an estimation of when work will be completed. Building & Public Works Director 
Cameron responded that it will be over a year. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to approve a six (6) month extension on the special exception permit 
for the Ocean Inlet Park project, ending May 7, 2019; seconded by Commissioner Besler. Motion 
carried 5-0. 

3. Sponsorship Request from the Institute for Regional Conservation for the "Restoring the Gold 
Coast" Program (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Manager Stevens relayed that the Institute for Regional Conservation (IRC) asked for sponsorship 
funds for the "Restoring the Gold Coast" program which aims to offer education, restoration, and planting 
of native diversity plants. 

Mayor Coz asked if the representative from IRC, George Gann, was present. Town Manager Stevens 
responded that he was unable to be present at the meeting as he was out of town. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment. 

Stella Kolb, 204 Beachway Drive, clarified that the Garden Club will not be giving any monetary 
contribution to support the program, but will be providing an in-kind donation by helping with the process. 

Commissioner Besler asked which other towns had donated and how much had they donated. Town 
Manager Stevens mentioned that the City of Delray Beach previously donated and the City of Boca Raton 
recently paid $7,000 for their program. Commissioner Besler inquired if the IRC was going to pursue 
Boynton Beach for their section of the dune, and Town Manager Stevens responded that Mr. Gann had 
reached out to Boynton Beach. Commissioner Besler further inquired about what the IRC will do with the 
funds. Town Manager Stevens stated that IRC already completed a dune assessment for Ocean Ridge, and 
they will also host an educational program at Town Hall, provide plantings and conduct a diversity planting 
with residents. Mayor Coz noted that residents will be able to work with the IRC to add plantings in their 
own dunes at a discounted fee. 

Commissioner Hurlburt asked if there was any suggestions of how much should be donated. Town Manager 
Stevens suggested $1,000. 

Commissioner de Haseth asked about the possibility of using the beautification funds to fund the IRC 
program. Town Manager Stevens responded that the funds can be expended from contingency. 

Commissioner de Haseth moved to authorize Town Manager Stevens to expend $1,000 out of the 
contingency funds to sponsor IRC's "Restoring the Gold Coast" program; seconded by 
Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion Carried 5-0. 

4. Approve the Waiver of Possible Conflict of Interest Arising from Torcivia, Donlon, Goddeau 
& Ansay, P.A.'s Legal Representation of Various Municipalities in the Palm Beach County 
Coastal Resilience Partnership (By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Town Attorney Shutt stated that his firm represents various municipalities in the Palm Beach County 
Coastal Resilience Pa1inership, and a waiver of possible conflicts needed to be approved by the Town. He 
noted if any of the representing towns do an adverse action toward another represented town, then his firm 
will have to withdraw and have each town seek outside counsel as it relates to the Coastal Resilience 
Partnership. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 
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Vice Mayor MaGruder reiterated that Torcivia, Donlon, Goddeau & Ansay, P.A represents various 
municipalities within the Coastal Resilience Partnership. 

Commissioner Hurlburt moved to approve the Waiver of Possible Conflict of Interest Arising from 
Torcivia, Donlon, Goddeau & Ansay, P.A.'s Legal Representation of Various Municipalities in the 
Palm Beach County Coastal Resilience Partnership; seconded by Commissioner Besler. Motion 
Carried 5-0. 

5. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2019-12: An Ordinance of the Town Commission of the Town 
of Ocean Ridge, Florida, Submitting to Referendum Amendments to the Town of Ocean Ridge 
Town Charter; Amending Article III "Legislative", Section 3.07 "Procedure", To Provide That 
There Must Be the Affirmative Vote of Four Commissioners to Adopt Any Ordinance or 
Resolution That Increases the Maximum Allowable Density, Building Height or Floor Area 
Ratio; Establishing the Date of March 17, 2020, for the Referendum; Providing a Ballot Title 
and Question; Providing for Notice and Advertising of the Referendum; Providing for 
Codification; Providing for Severability; Providing for the Repeal of Laws in Conflict; and 
Providing for an Effective Date. (By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance No. 2019-12 into record by title only. 

Town Attorney Shutt noted that the disbanded Charter Review Committee had recommended for the Town 
Commission to send the Super Majority Vote Ordinance to referendum for anything that increases 
maximum allowable density, building height, or floor area ratio. The Town Commission rejected this in 
2018. He further noted that per directive from the Town Commission at the previous meeting, this has been 
brought back for discussion. 

Zoanne Hennigan, 91 Island Drive South, Chair of the disbanded Charter Review Committee, thanked the 
Commissioners for reconsidering the Super Majority Vote. She clarified that at the final Charter Review 
Committee meeting there was a quorum present, and the quorum voted to have the Super Majority Vote in 
regards to increasing maximum allowable density, building height, or floor area ratio move forward. She 
noted that other towns have similar language in their charters. She urged the Commissioners to pass the 
ordinance and allow the electors to choose as it only affects three crucial elements, and would be a crucial 
part of preserving the Ocean Ridge environment. Mayor Coz thanked Mrs. Hennigan. 

Ken Kaleel, 86 Island Drive South, member of the disbanded Charter Review Committee, noted that he 
was not at the final Charter Review Committee meeting and therefore did not have a chance to vote on the 
Super Majority ordinance. He complimented Mrs. Hennigan, but disagreed with her view point. He 
mentioned that the local government is a representative government, and that the electors choose the 
Commissioners to represent them. He further mentioned that many positive decisions for the town were 
from a 3-2 vote. He questioned why the super majority vote would only apply to increasing maximum 
allowable density, building height, or floor area ratio. He noted that the Commissioners also have the best 
interest for the Town as they are also residents, and they get infonned on the issues going on in the town. 

Terry Brown, Harbour Drive South, member of the disbanded Chaiter Review Committee, voiced his 
suppo1t for the super majority. He commented that voters are knowledgeable and capable of deciding if 
they would like a super majority vote to increase maximum allowable density, building height, or floor area 
ratio. 

Polly Joa, 35 Hersey Drive, member of the disbanded Cha1ter Review Committee, noted that there were 
two meetings to vote on the super majority ordinance. She voiced her opposition, and concurred with Ken 
Kaleel on his statements . 
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Geoff Pugh, 35 Harbour Drive North, member of the disbanded Charter Review Committee, concurred with 
Mr. Kaleel. He stated that the town has changed over the years and will continue to always change since 
change is inevitable, but the character continues to be the same. He further stated that the residents are vocal 
about their needs, and the Commissioners that represent them will listen. 

Mayor Coz summarized that it was 3-2 vote from the previous Charter Review Committee. Commissioner 
de Haseth reminded that at the final Charter Review Committee there was a majority of the committee that 
asked for the ordinance to go before the Town Commission. 

Polly Joa, 35 Hersey Drive, member of the disbanded Charter Review Committee, communicated that she 
had voted in favor of the ordinance at the time, but she opposes the ordinance now. 

Mayor Caz questioned the limited language of only having a super majority only to increase the three 
elements. Town Attorney Shutt clarified that the language has always been to increase. 

Mayor Caz called for Public Comment. 

Ric Carey, 39 Spanish River Drive, commented that the Commission should allow the voters to decide. 

Joe Belmonte, 5600 N. Ocean Blvd., advised of the ambiguity of the term "good for the community", and 
the ability of Commissioners to change position. 

Martin Wiescholek, 5 Engle Drive, noted that he is in favor of having the Super Majority go to referendum, 
and allowing the electorate to decide. He further noted that it is hard to change the position of four 
Commissioners rather than only three. 

Ken Kaleel, 86 Island Drive South, reiterated that the town is a representative government, and that it is a 
different perspective once a resident becomes a Commissioner. 

John Lipscomb, 5900 Old Ocean Blvd, voiced his support for the Super Majority Charter change to go to 
referendum. 

Betty Bingham, 1 E. Ocean Avenue, noted that she opposed the Super Majority Charter change to go to 
referendum because residents are vocal about their needs. 

Stella Kolb, 204 Beachway Drive, stated that she opposed the Super Majority Chatter change to go to 
referendum because she respects all Commissioners and the decisions they make. She noted that the 
Building Department handles many of the issues throughout town, and that the people always have the 
ability to change Commissioners by voting for them . 

Vice Mayor MaGruder noted that the discussion about the super majority was based on the possible sewer 
conversion, and it would help give directions to the members from the Septic to Sewer Advisory 
Committee. He further noted that sewer conversion would allow for the possibility to increase the maximum 
allowable density, building height and floor area ratio of homes. Mayor Coz clarified that the Septic to 
Sewer Advisory Committee would not be influenced by the super majority decision, and commented that 
it's too early to foresee the future . Vice Mayor MaGruder pointed out that Commissioners do change, and 
sewers will change the perspective. He fu11her pointed out that the Super Majority ordinance is just sending 
the Super Majority vote to referendum for voters to decide. Commissioner Besler commented that the 
residents elected them to represent, and explained his reasoning for opposing the super majority is because 
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the minority could rule, it will weaken the Commission's ability to make decisions as well as the Planning 
and Zoning Commission. 

Commissioner Hurlbmi stated that she understands both sides. She explained that due to her recent 
experience and conversations at a local government conference that she would be opposed to the Super 
Majority vote. She mentioned that the future Commission might need to increase building heights just 
because of sea level rise. 

Commissioner de Haseth stated she is in favor of the Super Majority going to referendum, and she would 
like residents to have a vote, and be the deciding factor due to her personal background. She noted that the 
future referendums can be done if needed. 

Zoanne Hennigan, 91 Island Drive South, Chair of the disbanded Charter Review Committee, summarized 
that voting records of the Charter Review Committee when it came to the super majority rule. She informed 
that all members were not available to be at every meeting which made it a hard voting process. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve Ordinance 2019-12 on First Reading; seconded by 
Commissioner de Haseth. Motion Failed 2-3 (Commissioner Besler, Mayor Coz, and Commissioner 
Hurlburt dissenting.) 

6. First Reading of Ordinance No. 2019-13: An Ordinance of the Town of Ocean Ridge, Florida, 
Amending Its Code of Ordinances by Amending Chapter 42, "Solid Waste", to Provide for 
Regulations Regarding Obstruction of Stormwater Drainage Systems and to Modify the Appeal 
and Violation Regulations; Providing for Codification, Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances, 
Severability, and an Effective Date. (By: Town Attorney Shutt) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Ordinance No. 2019-13 into record by title only. 

Town Attorney Shutt informed the Commission that the ordinance aims to provide regulations about 
obstruction of stormwater drainage systems, and the ability to take any violators to code enforcement. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder proposed having an informational sign next to the drains. 

Mayor Coz inquired if the Police Department hosts educational workshops in regards to obstructing the 
stormwater systems, and Building & Public Works Director Cameron stated that residents are asked to be 
mindful. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve Ordinance 2019-13 on First Reading; seconded by 
Commissioner Besler. Motion Carried 5-0. 

7. Resolution No. 2019-18: A Resolution of the Town Commission of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Approving and Adopting the 2020 Revised Palm Beach County Local Mitigation 
Strategy Plan; Providing an Effective Date; and for Other Purposes. (By: Building Official 
Cameron) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Resolution No. 2019-18 into record by title only. 

Building & Public Works Director Cameron stated that the Commission would have to adopt the updated 
local mitigation strategy plan, and noted that this would allow the town to apply for funding. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 
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Commissioner Besler moved to approve Resolution 2019-18; seconded by Vice Mayor MaGruder. 
Motion Carried 5-0. 

8. Resolution No. 2019-19: A Resolution of the Town Commission of the Town of Ocean Ridge, 
Florida, Amending the Adopted Schedule of Fees for Various Services and Providing an 
Effective Date. (By: Town Manager Stevens) 

Town Clerk Armstrong read Resolution No. 2019-19 into record by title only. 

Mayor Coz noted that the schedule of fees was being amended to update the fees such as the garbage and 
trash fees. 

Mayor Coz called for public comment, and there was none. 

Mayor Coz and Vice Mayor MaGruder both recommended changing the fee for ce1tified copies to $5. 

Town Clerk's note: The schedule of fees was not changed to $5 for a certified copy. Per Florida State 
Statute 119-07(4), the maximum allowed for a certified copy is $1. 

Vice Mayor MaGruder moved to approve Resolution 2019-19 as amended; seconded by 
Commissioner Hurlburt. Motion Carried 5-0. 

STAFF REPORTS 
9. Town Manager 
Town Manager Stevens advised that her report is included in the meeting package, and reported on the 
following: 

• Police and Public Works personnel did a fantastic job protecting the town throughout the storm. 
• Staff is currently working on FEMA grants to recover our costs for emergency protective measures 

and crossover damages, and working with contractors to fix the crossover. 
• The Town Engineer will present her report regarding our potable water system to the Septic to 

Sewer Citizens' Advisory Committee on October 17th at 8:30 a.m. 
• The drainage project on Spanish River Drive will commence soon. Staff has been working with the 

owners at 54 and 55 Spanish River Drive on the landscaping aspect of this project. 
• The "Light the Lights" event is scheduled for December 61h, 2019. 
• A draft report is forthcoming regarding the effectiveness of the sand transfer plant in order for the 

state to finalize the sediment budget. 
• Thanked Building Clerk, Lisa Bums, and Building Official, Wayne Cameron, on their recent efforts 

and success with our annual ISO (International Organization for Standardization) audit. 
• Thanked Lieutenant Richard Jones and Dispatch Manager Jessica Simpson on their efforts in 

producing a successful Florida Depaitment of Law Enforcement tri-annual Criminal Justice 
Information Sharing Technical Audit. 

• Thanked Town Clerk Karla Armstrong for completing the annual codification process for code 
books and noted that the online code has been completed and published. 

Mayor Coz proposed adding removable steps at the Edith Street crossover. Building & Public Works 
Director Cameron noted that there is already a plan underway to strengthen the steps to prevent them from 
washing away. Mayor Coz complimented the Building Department for their accomplishment on the ISO 
audit. 
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10. Town Attorney 

Town Attorney Shutt stated that he had nothing to report. 

11. Police Chief 
Chief Hutchins advised that the Police Department report is included in the meeting package and includes 
monthly police department statistics. He also reported on the following: 

• The contract with the Town of Briny Breezes began. 
• The Police Department will be Coordinating with the Boynton Beach Fire Department to host a 

Stop the Bleeding/ CPR training. 
• Fire Station #1 in Boynton Beach to be completed around February. 
• Officer Boyle will be hosting a Christmas Toy Drive that begins on October 14. 
• He wi 11 be out of the office for the Police Chief conference at the end of October. 

Gene Adams, Mayor of Briny Breezes, thanked the Police Department for the added presence in their town . 
Mayor Coz asked if Briny Breezes can attended the Stop the Bleeding/ CPR training, and Police Chief 
Hutchins stated that it is the intention to have the event open to Briny Breezes residents. 

12. Building Official 
Building and Public Works Director Cameron noted that the Building Official repo1t did not include the 
code enforcement hearings . 

Vice Mayor MaGruder commented that 6273 N. Ocean Blvd. had yet to place any coverings. Building & 
Public Works Director Cameron responded that the contractor had made promises to put fencing around 
the property. He fu1ther informed the Commission that a Notice of Violation has been given, and the 
property was scheduled to go before Code Enforcement. 

TOWN COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
13. Ocean Manor Trash Pickup from Old Ocean Blvd 

Town Clerk's note: Item #13 was removed from the agenda (postponed to the November 4th meeting). 

ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:44 p.m. 

0 and adopted by the Town Commission on November 4, 2019. 

ATTEST: 

Karla M. Armstrong, Tovvn Clerk 
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